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Rule 13.1 of the PCT requires that an International Application should relate to one invention only, or if there is more 
than one invention, that the inclusion of those inventions in one International Application is only permitted if all 
inventions are so linked as to form a single general inventive concept. Unity of invention exists only when there is a 
technical relationship among the claimed inventions involving one or more of the same or corresponding "special 
technical features". The expression "special technical features" is defined in Rule 13.2 as meaning those technical 
features that define a contribution that each of the inventions, considered as a whole, makes over the prior art. 
Accordingly the following three inventions have been found. 

Invention 1 



Claims 4-11, 16, 17, 23, 24 and 27 completely and claims 1-3, 15, 18-21, 26 and 28-31 in part, recite methods for 
serotyping Streptococcus pneumoniae based on analysis of the nucleotide sequence between the 3 f end of the cps A 
gene and the 5' end of the cpsB gene, and polynucleotide sequences spanning the region between the 3' end of the cps 
A gene and the 5' end of the cpsB gene. 

Invention 2 



Claims 1-3, 12-15, 18-22, 25, 26, 28-31 in part, relate to methods of serotyping Streptococcus pneumoniae based on 
analysis of the wzy gene or portion thereof, and nucleotide sequences comprising at least the wzy gene from different 
S. pneumoniae strains. 



Invention 3 



Claims 1-3, 12-15, 18-22, 25, 26, 28-31 in part, relate to methods of serotyping Streptococcus pneumoniae based on 
analysis of the wzx gene or portion thereof, and nucleotide sequences comprising at least the wzx gene from different S. 
pneumoniae strains. 



Although the claims share the feature that they relate to S. pneumoniae capsular (cps) genes, these genes and their use 
in molecular serotyping of S. pneumoniae are known. Jiang et al teaches serotype variation in the wzg, wzh, wzx and 
wzy genes. Therefore methods of serotyping Streptococcus pneumoniae or cps sequences can not be regarded as a 
unifying technical feature. 
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